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Prez Sez
Update from the President of
MG Classics of Jacksonville

February 2023

A very nice Thank You note was
received from the Nelson Family
that I want to share with the club.

“Dear MG Classics. Thank
you so much for bringing the lovely line up of cars for
Mom’s service. The gesture means so much to my Dad
and me. Mom would be so happy to have seen the
turnout and stunning cars. Addi�onally, the flowers were
beau�ful. We are so grateful to have you all as part of our
family. With gra�tude, Neil and Kathyrn.”

Rest in Peace, Johnnie; and sincere condolences to Neil
and Kathryn on their loss.

As of today, February 16, we have received 69 MG Classics
Club renewals for 2023. I urge those members who have
not yet renewed to please do so as soon as possible. Any
member who does not renew by March 30 will be deleted
from the club mailing list. We treasure every members
par�cipa�on in the club and hope you will choose to
renew.

The GOF 2023 Website is up and running, and we have 71
registra�ons so far. Thanks so much to Ian for ge�ng this
done. Now, since it is up and running, I am very hopeful
that many more club members will get on the site and
register. This is a big event for the club, and I urge you to
support the club by registering early and making concrete
plans to a�end and to par�cipate as a volunteer in the
organiza�on and presenta�on of a successful GOF.

Richard Gross and the commi�ee cannot do it all by
themselves.

The next First Coast Car Council “Cruising to the Creek”
Spring event will be held on April 15, 2023 at the Trout
Creek Marina. The club is not prepaying for 10 spaces this
�me. Since the event is the weekend before the GOF and
many of you will no doubt be busy preparing, I invite you
to a�end on your own if you chose. You can register on
the FCCC website if you are interested. I will probably
a�end. We can firm up any plans at our April 1 mee�ng,
which is ACTUALLY our March club mee�ng late by one
day.

The St Augus�ne Cruisers 2023 Car Show will be held at
the St Augus�ne Classic Car Museum on US 1 south of St
Augus�ne. A link to their event will be on our club
website.

The club is in desperate need of a member to step into the
role of Club Secretary. Anyone who regularly a�ends
mee�ngs is invited to assume this role.

As I will be away in Spain with Joyce, Fred Woller will once
again assume the duty of leading the club mee�ng on
February 25. Please join us at this mee�ng.

Saturday, February 25, 2023:
10 am un�l 12 pm
Bannon Lakes Ameni�es Ctr
435 Bannon Lakes Blvd,
St. Augus�ne
Safety Fast!
Mark

http://www.mgclassics.org
https://www.mgclassicsfl.org
http://www.mgclassics.org
https://www.google.com/maps/place/435+Bannon+Lakes+Blvd,+St.+Augustine,+FL+32095/@29.9932441,-81.4481506,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x88e42c14e2206975:0x71485f498319dd07!8m2!3d29.9932441!4d-81.4481506
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MG Classics of Jacksonville
January 14th, 2023
Club Mee�ng
At Bannon Lakes

Total A�endance: 20
Number of MGs: 1
The fes�vi�es included a gathering of the stalwarts at
the club house and a catered luncheon. Though it
wasn’t rainy or too cold, it was a li�le dreary.
Twenty club members braved cold and dreary weather
though only one arrived in an MG - a new member -
Victor Taylor and his wife Sandra brought their MGB.
The mee�ng was called to order at 1020 by our VP -

Fred Woller.

Topics covered:
Johnnie Nelson’s funeral. Eight MGs in cortège.

Nice ceremony. Condolences to Neil. Club sent
flowers to memorial ceremony.

GOF 2023. Please register asap. Please volunteer.
Richard address in his remarks later.

2023 Membership dues are due.

Next club mee�ng here Feb 25.

Southeast Eurofest �l 3pm today at St A Classic Car
Museum if you’d like to visit.

Sat Jan 28 North South Picnic. Richard a�ending and
has details.

Military Vehicle Rally Sat and Sunday 2/25 and 26.
Green Cove Springs

Bri�sh Car Show Orlando Sat April 1. Same day as
our mee�ng here

GOF South April 21-23

Cruising to the Creek April 15. No decision on
whether Club wants to par�cipate and whether to
buy 10 spaces for show. Discuss dona�on to Ronald
McDonald House

St Augus�ne Cruisers Show, April 29 at Classic Car
Museum.

Our club is Featured Marque at June Caffeine and
Octane. We are the FCCC website for July.

Treasurer report.

GOF. – Richard Gross conducted a background
introduc�on for the new members present about
the upcoming GOF (Gathering of the Faithful) to be
held in Gainesville in April this year. He explained
the course of events in general terms, the guest
speakers and topics to be presented and the show
judging as well as the banquet and driving events.
He encouraged everyone to sign up for some of the
open helper slots and to be sure to confirm
reserva�ons at the hotel as soon as possible.

New Business?
The mee�ng was adjourned at 1110, there being no
further discussion.
Check the website for news. Thanks to Ian for
tremendous website. The website has the most up
to date and official informa�on about club events
and ac�vi�es. Be sure to check it out frequently to
get the latest informa�on.

MG Classics Members!
Here is an idea from your frowny newsle�er editor.
(Cas�ng about for per�nent and relevant content for your newsle�er.)

When you drive your car to an event (club mee�ng, other car event in the area, …), or
weekend jaunt, upon arrival snap a picture showing the surroundings or fes�vi�es AND your
car (occupants too are allowed), then email the pic(s) and note to me for inclusion in our

newsle�er!!! Include a note about the event, yourselves, the date, etc. See your pride and
joy in print!!!

Email: fgrrr@a�.net Text: 904-874-7159

http://www.mgclassics.org
https://www.mgclassicsfl.org
http://www.mgclassics.org
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NAMGAR & NAMGBR
MEMBERS

Please report your membership to:

??
secretary@mgclassics.org

Register Your MGA With NAMGAR!
Join over 2000 enthusiast owners in
the restora�on, preserva�on. And
sheer enjoyment of driving a MGA,
Magne�e or variant of this noble
breed. You’ll receive 6 bi-monthly
issues of MGA!, Our full-color award
winning magazine, invita�ons to
Na�onal and Regional Get-togethers

throughout the U. S. And Canada, plus a knowledge base and
support group second to none. All this for just $37.50 per year
(North America), or $52.50 (Interna�onal). Get more
informa�on at h�p://www.namgar.com, or contact
registrar@namgar.com

Tinkering Notes
MG Electrics - Part 1

As the owner of an MG you are no doubt aware of the ongoing
discussion regarding Lucas electrical system in these cars.
Despite the innuendo the systems are rela�vely simple and just
a modicum of care can result in a marked improvement.
There are two primary areas that prove to be the villain almost
every �me: electrical connec�ons (+ voltage) , usually a spade
connec�on; and grounds (- connec�on, also referred to as
“earth” in many of the Bri�sh car manuals). Keeping those
connec�ons free of corrosion and protected from moisture will
yield op�mal performance from your electrical system. That is
easier said than done on our 40+ year old cars, but not
impossible.

In order of importance the ba�ery connec�ons are prime.
The ba�ery terminals must be clean, free of corrosion and
solidly �ghtened onto the ba�ery posts. When checking them,
loosen the terminal connectors and remove them from the
ba�ery post – start with the nega�ve connec�on first and
move it so that it can not contact the post inadvertently. Clean
any ba�ery acid corrosion off the post and the terminal with a
baking soda paste (to neutralize any acid therein) and clean the
post and terminal with a wire brush or specially made ba�ery
post cleaning tool. Dry everything off with a clean paper towel
or cloth. Prior to reassembly put a light coat of grease or
ba�ery an�-corrosion spray on both the post and the terminal
connec�on. Reconnect them a�er you’ve finished fixing the
system.

Now do the same for the posi�ve terminal connec�on and
post.

The second most important part of the electrical system is the
bit that converts the rota�on of the engine internals to create

the electrical power that will charge the ba�ery and provide
power for the rest of the electrical system, i.e. the alternator or
generator.

Now it’s �me to check the alternator (or generator)
connec�ons and give them a similar treatment. The stock
alternators have a mul�-connec�on plug that makes if difficult
to access the spade ends to clean off any corrosion, but a
judicious applica�on of Scotchbrite and followed by a light mist
of WD-40 should be sufficient. Be sure the mechanical
a�achment points of the alternator (or generator) are �ght and
the drive belt is properly tensioned.

Now it’s �me to start the inspec�on of the rest of the
electrical system, star�ng with the fuses. Check your driver’s
manual for the correct sizes, most should be 20 amp or there
about. Be careful of the sizing as pointed out in a previous
ar�cle, as the marking standards changed some�me in the
1980’s and if you insert fuses marked as called out in the
manual, they will not give the circuit protec�on you are
expec�ng. If you have an electrical fault with too highly rated
fuses installed you may find that some of the smoke gets out
and the circuit will become inoperable.

If you are experiencing random electrical gremlins in any
electrical system start trouble shoo�ng by looking for loose
connec�ons and grounding connec�ons that have become
corroded, loose or disconnected. Another symptom of a bad
ground is a “sneak circuit”. This happens when the electrical
current is unable to follow its normal path, so it literally follows
the path of least resistance. This phenomenon presents itself
when a circuit does something completely unexpected,
e.g. when you press on the brakes, in addi�on to the brake
lights coming on, one of the turn signal lights also lights up!
This is a classic symptom of a bad ground.
To be continued next time …

http://www.mgclassics.org
https://www.mgclassicsfl.org
http://www.mgclassics.org
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● Read the Club Bylaws
● Read Automo�ve Technical Ar�cles
● Read Car Related Classified Adver�sements
● Apply and Pay for Classified Adver�sements
● Vote on Club Ini�a�ves and Surveys With the Online
Ballot
● Link to Nearby Out of Area MG Club Websites
● Link to NAMGAR and NAMGBR Websites
● Link to Local Bri�sh Car Clubs (Jaguar, Aus�n Healey,
Triumph) Websites
● Review past Club Event Photo Albums
● Read/review Details on MG Classics of Jacksonville
Hosted GOF South 2019
● And More … just click here
Ian

Club Website Features You Can Use
Go To: https://www.mgclassicsfl.org
● Join MG Classics of Jacksonville
● Renew Your Annual Club Membership
● Review the Club Membership Roster (This Requires a
Website Password)
● Obtain a Club Website Password.
● Use Your Credit Card or PayPal to Pay Club Dues, Fees
● Order and Pay for Club Name Tags
● Review Calendar of Events and Car Shows of Club
Membership Interest
● Register for Club Sponsored Events
● Read the Latest Club Newsle�er
● Read Earlier Newsle�ers in the Newsle�er Archive
● Read Club Mee�ng Minutes in the Minutes Archive

Members:
To adver�se your cars or parts for sale go to the Classifieds page on the
website website: MGClassicsfl.org. Click on the Safety Fast logo to go to
the Policy page. Fill out the forms and ad copy as directed. The ads can
contain pictures of the car or items and a short descrip�on of the
par�culars of same. As a member it will be published at no cost for 90
days. Non-members may also submit ads for cars or parts, but the cost
will be $10.00 per month, renewable by the 5th of the month for the
following month’s newsle�er. One may pay through the website by
PayPal (Yes, PayPal will accept your credit card).
There are presently at least 3 MG’s listed on Craigslist, the silver and
burgundy TD above and 2 MGBs, all appear to be driveable in their
present condi�on. The owners of the MGBs have them go to the
website to post ads for their cars that will be exposed to enthusiasts.

Latest Events of Interest
The Amelia - 2 - 5 March 2023 The Ritz-Carlton, Amelia Island FL

https://www.ameliaconcours.com/event/schedule

You Can’t Change Your Tyre With a Union Jack Road Rally, 25 Mar 2023
GrandStrandBri�shCarClub.com

GOF South 2023 - https://www.gofsouth.org - April 21-23 2023
The Best Western Gateway Grand, Gainesville FL 32606

Cars and Caffeine, June 10th 2023, 8 AM - 11 AM
Featuring MG’s

Avenues Mall, Jacksonville FL

http://www.mgclassics.org
https://www.mgclassicsfl.org
http://www.mgclassics.org
https://mgclassics.org
https://mgclassics.org
https://www.mgclassicsfl.org
https://www.mgclassics.org
https://www.mgclassicsfl.org/classifieds
https://mossmotors.com/
https://www.ameliaconcours.com/event/schedule
https://www.ameliaconcours.com/event/schedule
https://www.ameliaconcours.com/event/schedule
https://www.ameliaconcours.com/event/schedule
https://www.ameliaconcours.com/event/schedule
https://www.gofsouth.org/
https://490c5df6-49d9-47e7-a597-fcc8cd64f7b5.filesusr.com/ugd/313ed1_706cf35722cd4dbcaecf47f8fa804af5.pdf
https://grandstrandbritishcarclub.com/britfest-2020/
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MG CLASSICS 2023 MEETING LOCATIONS

2023 CLUB LEADERSHIP
OFFICERS

President Mark Spaulding

Vice President Fred Woller

Secretary —

Treasurer Ron Pallonari

DIRECTORS
Permanent Member Neil Nelson

Technical Chair Bruce Sedelmeyer

Events Chair —

GOF Chairman Richard Gross

Membership Chair —

Past President Bruce Sedelmeyer

Director Jim Hall

Director Len Geiger

Director Mike Hogan

Director Lorraine Puzanskas

Director —

Newsle�er Editor Fred Groenert

Date Location Address City Phone
14-Jan Bannon Lakes Amenities Ctr 435 Bannon Lakes Blvd St. Augustine 904-342-2471
25-Feb Bannon Lakes Amenities Ctr 435 Bannon Lakes Blvd St. Augustine 904-342-2471
??-Mar None Scheduled
01-Apr Bannon Lakes Amenities Ctr 435 Bannon Lakes Blvd St. Augustine 904-342-2471
27-May TBD
24-Jun TBD
29-Jul TBD
26-Aug TBD
30-Sep TBD
28-Oct TBD
18-Nov TBD
09-Dec TBD

http://www.mgclassics.org
https://www.mgclassicsfl.org
http://www.mgclassics.org
https://www.google.com/maps/place/435+Bannon+Lakes+Blvd,+St.+Augustine,+FL+32095/@29.9932441,-81.4481506,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x88e42c14e2206975:0x71485f498319dd07!8m2!3d29.9932441!4d-81.4481506
https://www.google.com/maps/place/435+Bannon+Lakes+Blvd,+St.+Augustine,+FL+32095/@29.9932441,-81.4481506,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x88e42c14e2206975:0x71485f498319dd07!8m2!3d29.9932441!4d-81.4481506
https://www.google.com/maps/place/435+Bannon+Lakes+Blvd,+St.+Augustine,+FL+32095/@29.9932441,-81.4481506,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x88e42c14e2206975:0x71485f498319dd07!8m2!3d29.9932441!4d-81.4481506
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BOOKS FOR SALE

OVER 100 AVAILABLE

GREAT PRICES

MOST ARE HARDBACK

MANY NEW

MGB & EARLIER

MINI COOPER & NON-MG

WHAT ARE YOUR NEEDS? - LET ME

KNOW

FREE LIST AVAILABLE

BOOKS SHIP FREE TO U. S.

BOB WRENN

904-568-7512;

MGOWNER@BELLSOUTH.NET

Club badges are available through the
website or at mee�ngs. Sturdily built and will
add grace and gravitas to your grill. $30 each

Jacksonville, Florida

MOSS Motors Representatives

Your Local MOSS Reps
Bentley 1975-1980 MGB Shop Manual
Normally $74.00, 1 copy left: $64.00

We stock a sizable inventory of MG parts for immediate purchase.
We give 10% off to MG Classics members and consolidate orders to
reduce or eliminate shipping charges.
We honor Moss sale prices and can give a larger discount on some
items

CONTACT
Wayne Snook: mgbdriver73@att.net

Neil Nelson: nwnel@yahoo.com

http://www.mgclassics.org
https://www.mgclassicsfl.org
http://www.mgclassics.org
https://flacarshows.com/events/category/northeast-florida/


NEWSLETTER GOTO:WWW.MGCLASSICSFL.ORGFORFREQUENTLYUPDATED INFO FEBRUARY2023

7

MGs in the Marketplace
The market for our beloved marque is active as illustrated below by examples of competed on-line auctions
from Bring a Trailer and Hemmings Auctions within the last month. If one is in the market to buy or sell, or
knows someone who is, these two sites are among the best.

Hemmings Auc�ons:

Bring a Trailer

http://www.mgclassics.org
https://www.mgclassicsfl.org
http://www.mgclassics.org
https://www.hemmings.com/auctions
https://www.hemmings.com/auctions
https://bringatrailer.com/auctions/results/?search=MG&category=4&yearFrom=1947&yearTo=2000
https://www.hemmings.com/auctions
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http://www.mgclassics.org
https://www.mgclassicsfl.org
http://www.mgclassics.org
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All Hands,

Everything is coming up GOF!!

The GOF commi�ee is feverishly working hard to ensure that this is one of the best GOF ever. How can you
help? You ask?

We need everyone and anyone to donate to the raffle. Some sugges�ons are tools, a basket of cheer, gi�
cer�ficates to Moss, Victoria Bri�sh, even na�onwide auto parts stores, a case of oil, etc. That’s ideas for
the guys.

Now for the ladies, a nicely decorated basket of anything is always a hit. We also need baked goods, like
cookies, cakes, brownies, fudge, etc. for the hospitality room. Use your imagina�on ladies. MG’ers is
actually pre�y easy to please. The Hospitality Room will be open for three days so lots of home baked
cookies are needed.

Don’t forget to register for the GOF and make your hotel reserva�ons. Check out the T-shirts and hats on the
registra�on site for apparels. You know we all need hats when driving our MG’s and you might find one that
matches your MG color.

We s�ll need lots of volunteers to support this event and not let the current commi�ee members struggle to
hosts the guests. Your par�cipa�on will make the event even more fun and rewarding for everyone.

I promise, whether you’ve been to a GOF before or not, you will have an absolutely wonderful weekend
with a bunch of GREAT people. See you at the next mee�ng and the GOF.

Please contact a GOF commi�ee member to see if you can help or donate to the GOF.

Richard Gross,

http://www.mgclassics.org
https://www.mgclassicsfl.org
http://www.mgclassics.org
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